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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording Dreams of Desires is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording is classified as objectionable because it promotes and supports 
the use of violence and coercion to compel persons to participate in, and submit to, 
sexual conduct. This occurs in one of the video recording's explicit scenes of sexual 
activity, where a man uses physical force to make a woman engage in sex with him, 
despite her protests. The violence is presented as part of normal sexual practice and 
as sexually arousing. Such a presentation of violence encourages the use of sexual 
violence towards women. This violence and coercion is sustained and impacts 
significantly on the entire video recording. Two further scenes allude to sexual 
violence, but the sexual violence is not developed or even depicted to the extent of the 
first scene. 

Because the depiction of violence is isolated to one scene, an excision of part of this 
scene was recommended. If the excision had been made the Classification Office 
would have classified the video recording as a restricted publication. However, the 
owner of the publication failed to respond within the specified period, or within the 
extended period, to the Classification Office’s excision notice. The Classification 
Office therefore classifies the video recording as objectionable. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has been considered in determining a 
classification for Dreams of Desires. Section 14 of the NZBR Act does not apply to 
this publication because it has been determined that s3(2) of the Films, Videos and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 applies. This provision overrides the NZBR Act 
because it is a deeming provision which cannot be given a meaning that is consistent 
with the rights and freedoms in the NZBR Act. 
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